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1916
after a year's self-imposed silence, one wondered what Gandhi
would do. So far he had avoided criticizing the Government in any
manner. He only pointed out the shortcomings of the people. He
propagated anti-untouchability and swadeshi.
In February 1916 the time of duration of his promise not to express
views on the political situation expired. It was a queer coincidence
that Pandit Malaviya invited Gandhi to speak on the occasion of
the opening of the Benares Hindu University. Lord Hardinge, the
Viceroy, had come specially to lay the foundation-stone of the
university. To protect his life extra precautions were taken by the
police. They were omnipresent and all houses along the route were
guarded. Benares was, so to say, in a state of siege.
Eminent persons from all over India had come. Many of them
delivered addresses. On February 4 it was Gandhi's turn to address
the audience, mostly consisting of impressionable youths. A galaxy
of princes, bedecked and bejewelled, were sitting on the dais. The
Maharaja of Darbhanga was in the chair.
Gandhi who was clad in a short, coarse dhoti and Kathiawadi
cloak and turban rose to speak. The police precautions and the
luxury round him hurt him deeply. Turning to the audience, Gandhi
said that he wanted to think audibly^ speak without reserve:
"I wish to tender my humble apology for the long delay
that took place before I was able to reach this place. And you will
readily accept the apology when I tell you that I am not responsible
for the delay nor is any human agency responsible for it. The fact
is that I am like an animal on show, and rny keepers in their over-
kindness always manage to neglect a necessary chapter in this life,,
andj that is., pure accident. In this case, they did not provide for the
series of accidents that happened to us—rto me, keepers, and my
carriers. Hence this delay.

